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and saw its bright, deadly eyes watching for the
least sign of life in its prey.

"Now, then, the reptile loosened its fold on
my arm a hair's breadth, and now a little more,
till half an inch of space separated my arm and
its mottled skin. I could have whipped out
my hand, but dared not take the risk. Atoms
of time dragged themselves into ages, and a min-
ute seemed eternity itself. The second fold was
removed entirely, and the next one easing.
Should I dash away now, or await a more
favorable moment? I decided upon the former;
and with lightning speed I bounded away to-
wards Grant, the crack of whose piece I heard
at the next instant.

" For the first time in my life I was thoroughly
overcome; and sinking down, I remained in a
semi-unconscious state for several minutes.
When I fully recovered, Grant and the over-
joyed negroes held me up, and pointed out the
boa, which was still writhing in its death-agonies.
I shuddered as I looked upon the effects of its
tremendous dying strength. For yards around
where it lay, grass, and bushes, and saplings,
and, in fact, everything except the more fully-
grown trees were cut quite off, as though
they had been trimmed by an immense scythe.
The monster, when measured, was fifty-one
feet two and a half inches in extreme length,
while round the thickest portion of its body
the girth was nearly three feet, thus proving,
I believe, to be the largest serpent that was ever
Authentically heard of."

BARON MUNCHAUSEN

[The writer known as Baron Munchausen
doubtless had one of the most vivid imagina-
tions ever bestowed upon a mortal. When
anyone tells a most improbable story, it is
commonly called a " Munchausen." We give
an illustration of the Baron's whimsical ability
for telling what could not be true.]
A TRIP TO THE MOON
I HAVE already informed you of one trip I
made to the Moon, in search of my silver
hatchet; I afterwards made another in a much
pleasanter manner, and stayed in it long enough
to take notice of several things, which I will
endeavor to describe as accurately as my
memory will permit.
I went on a voyage of discovery, at the request
of a distant relation, who had a strange notion
that there were people to be found equal in
magnitude to those described by Gulliver in the
empire of Brobdignag. For my part, I always
treated that account as fabulous; however,
to oblige him, for he had made me his heir, I
undertook it, and sailed for the South Seas,
where we arrived without meeting with any-
thing remarkable, except some flying men and
women who were playing at leap-frog, and danc-
ing minuets in the air.
On the eighteenth day after we had passed
the island of Otaheite, a hurricane blew our
ship at least one thousand leagues above the
surface of the water, and kept it at that height
till a fresh gale arising filled the sails in every
part, and onward we traveled at a prodigious
rate. Thus we proceeded above the clouds for
six weeks. At last we discovered a great land
in the sky, like a shining island, round and
bright; where, coming into a convenient harbor,
we went on shore, and soon found it WES in-
habited. Below us we saw another earth,
containing cities, trees, mountains, rivers, and
seas, which we conjectured was this world
which we had left. Here we saw huge figures
riding upon vultures of a prodigious size
and each of them having three heads. To form
some idea of the magnitude of these birds, I
must inform you that each of their wings is as
wide and six times'tlie length of the main-sheet